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service or sacrifice. What his business was there,
and on what occasion he came, does not lie before
me on the present occasion.

In the next place, the Devil not only had per-
sonally appeared, but it seems plain from the text,
when God had given Job into his hands, that is to
say, had given him commission to fall upon and af-
flict him, and that he was gone out from the pre-
sence of God, that he immediately set his human as
well as elementary instruments at work; that he
raised a storm of wind, from or in the wilderness,
and blew the house down upon Job's sons and daugh-
ters ; that he brought thunder and lightning upon
the flocks, and burnt up the poor sheep, and the
servants that looked after them: this was nothing
but what, as a devil and a prince of the air, might
be expected from him; but that was not all; he
raised war upon him; the Chaldeans from one side,
(the North,) and the Sabeans from another side,
(the East,) made out their armies and came upon
him, and plundered him ; the first carried away the
camels, and the other the oxen.

It is certain those nations were at peace with Job
before, and his servants fed unmolested by them,
and in their neighbourhood, till the Devil took upon
him to break the peace, and excite them to insult
Job and fall upon his substance. How came this to
pass ? and what had Job done to any of them, to
move them to use violence with him ? I make no
question but the Devil went to them, and told them
God had sent him to order them in his name to
ravage the lands and carry away the goods of Job ;
that God had destined him to misery and poverty,
and had given his estate to them, and therefore it
was lawful for them to fall upon and destroy him
and his family; and to give them a sign, as I said
before, and that they might know he came with a
commission, they should see he would go and send